Democrats ante up for campaign

2008 race | Early in
the White House
fundraising marathon,
Democrats are leaving
Republicans in the dust

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

DES MOINES, Towa — For
anyone looking for a sign of the
health of the Democratic Party
going into the 2008 presidential
campaign, it came Wednesday
with the last of the fundraising
figures reported by the major
presidential primary candidates.

With the $25 million reported
by Sen. Barack Obama’s cam-
paign, closing in on Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s $26 million,
the Democratic presidential
candidates collectively outper-
formed the Republicans by a
substantial amount: Democrats
raised about $78 million, com-
pared with just more than $51
million by their rivals, according
to preliminary first-quarter fig-
ures provided by the campaigns.

That is remarkable because
Republicans have historically
proved better at collecting con-
tributions. In every presidential
primary season since 1976, the
top fundraiser was a Republican.

The new numbers offered
what even Republicans de-
scribed as measurable evidence
that Democrats today are more
confident about their prospects
of winning back the White
House, and — not typically for
their party — satisfied with their
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Collecting $25 million for his presidential campaign, Sen. Barack
Obama, D-lIl., on Wednesday affirmed his status as leading rival to
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., in the Democratic primary races.
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gap is emerging as one of the
early dynamics of the 2008 presi-
dential campaign.

“The Democrats seem to have
a lot more hunger for the White
House right now than we do,”
said Scott Reed, who managed
the presidential campaign of

said Costas apo-
litical science professor at Ford-
ham University. “In terms of Re-
publican candidates, voters are
feeling like they have to choose
from a list of who represents the
least of all evils.”

Democrats’ momentum

Bob Dole, a Kansas
in 1996, “Part of it on the Repub-
lican side may be Bush fatigue.
But clearly, the Republicans are
going to need to get it together
on finances if we are going to
compete with the likes of Oba-
ma or Hillary Clinton. It’s a con-
cemn.”

Officials of both parties as well
as some independent analysts
said the figures quantified a
trend apparent in lowa and New
Hampshire, where Democratic
presidential candidates consis-
tently draw crowds at rallies and
house parties.

“This reflects on the part of
Democrats not only their view of
the prospects of victory in 2008,
but also how they are coming off
this rush of the 2006 elections,”

The initial [ ic fund-
raising advantage seems to be
the next step in a shift that be-
gan in 2004, when Democratic
presidential candidates, starting
with Howard Dean, tapped into
the Internet to collect money
from first-time contributors. It
continued in the 2006 midterm
elections when Democratic con-
gressional campaign commit-
tees matched or beat their Re-
publican counterparts, helping
Democrats to take control of
Congress.

“This is the continuation of a
trend of an energized and en-

aged Democratic base that I
think both Obama and Clinton
are tapping into and that other
Democrats, at the congressional
and local levels, are going to be

Tualatin VFW has
a memorial idea:
Ramsey Reservoir

Mount Tabor Park |
Oregon’s 108-year-old
WWI vet “would just
have loved this”

By EDWARD HERSHEY
THE OREGONIAN

From the day Howard Ram-
sey bought a home on Southeast
59th Avenue in 1937 until he left
for an assisted living facility 65
years later, the reservoirs in
nearby Mount Tabor Park were
part of his life, Ramsey’s daugh-
ter, Coral Falk said.

Now a veterans group wants
to honor Ramsey — Oregon'’s
last World War I combat veteran,
who died in February at 108 —
by naming Reservoir 6 after him
as a way of memorializing Ore-
gonians who fought in the war.
The idea will get a public airing
Monday at Portland City Hall

Tricia Knoll, a spokeswoman
for the Water Bureau, said the
session will address the ramifi-
cations of the reservoir's being
on the National Register of His-
toric Places. “You can't just go to

a meeting and say this is what
we are going to do,” she s
“The Mount Tabor Reservoirs
are not just a crown jewel of the
water system, they are a crown
jewel of the city.”

Knoll acknowledged that the
event also would allow Commis-
sioner Randy Leonard, who
oversees the bureau, to test the
water for possible opposition.
Representatives of such groups
as the Mount Tabor Neighbor-
hood Association, Friends of
Mount Tabor Park and Friends
of the Reservoirs have been
invited to weigh in. Dick Tobia-
son, a retired U S. Army colonel
from Bend who has champion-
ed military veterans memorials
in Oregon and other states, will
make a formal presentation.

Dale Potts, past commander
of the Tualatin VFW, is spear-
heading the proposal. “Our idea
is that this is history,” he said.
“We hope people who visit will
look beyond the name and find
out more about World War [ and
the lessons it should have taught
us.”

According to family lore,
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Zones extension OK'd

The city’s drug- and
prostitution-free zones will stay
active for another six months,
despite concerns among City
Council members that an over-
sight committee studying the ex-
clusion areas is “dysfunctional”
and includes too many people
with a vested interest in the po-
licing tool.

The City Council established
the exclusive zones 15 years ago
to give police another way to
fight crime in central, Northeast

NOW must arrest someone to ex-
clude them.

Since the new rules took ef-
fect and city leaders began
studying the zones, African
Americans have been dispro-
portionately hit by exclusions.
That worries city commission-
ers, who want to make sure
they're balancing the need to
protect neighbors with the civil
rights of those excluded.

The oversight committee is
supposed to recommend
changes to ensure that balance.

Rutt ite wrk hac hean hamnerad

able to tap into,” said David B.
Magleby, a political science pro-
fessor at Brigham Young Univer-
sity.
If there is a bright side for Re-
publicans, it is that Democrats,
particularly Obama and Clinton,
have enough money to inflict a
considerable amount of damage
on their fellow Democrats in the
nine months before they settle
in for the lowa caucuses that
lead off the primary voting.

And it is still many financial
quarters before the general elec-
tion. Even Democrats who de-
scribed themselves as delighted
by the results said they had no
doubt that the Republican nom-
inee will have more than enough
money to compete in the gener-
al election.

Early in the game

“I don’t think the Republicans
are going to lose the presidential
election next year because of a
lack of money,” said David
Plouffe, the manager of Obama’s
campaign.

Still, that may prove to be

Ramsey, a graduate of the old
Washington High School in
Portland, bulked up on bananas
and water before his enlistment
day to ensure he would meet the
minimum weight for service. He
spent much of his active duty as
adriver near the bloody Argonne
battlefield in France, trucking of-
ficers and supplies to the front
and returning with the bodies of
dead GIs.

Perhaps anticipating concern
about glorifying combat, Potts
noted that the proposal seeks to
honor war veterans, not war it-
self. “Howard was not a killer
type,” he said, “but someone
who was in service to others. In

sight committee, which in-
cludes prosecutors and public
defenders. He suggested that
the mayor’s office, which has
hired an outside facilitator to
help the committee, might want
to add members or rethink the
group’s makeup.

“An oversight committee
can’t be the people who actually
do the work,” he said.

In the end, Potter and Com=
missioners Randy Leonard,
Sam Adams and Dan Saltz=
man voted to extend the zones
nntil Sont 20 Ston firet vnted

small comfort. The Republican
who had been viewed as his par-
ty's leading candidate, Sen. John
McCain of Arizona, raised about
half of what Clinton and Obama
reported raising, and trailed
even the $14 million raised by
John Edwards, the North Caroli-
na Democrat making his second
bid for the Democratic nomi-
nation.

Beyond that, the Republican’s
top fundraiser, Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts, has trailed in na-
tional polls in part because he is
not widely known, but also be-
cause he has been repeatedly at-
tacked by his rivals for changing
his positions on central issues
including abortion and gay
rights.

In this unsettled environment
itis no surprise that this year, the
Republicans, not the Democrats,
seem hungry to find someone
else to get into the race, as re-
flected by the interest drawn by
the potential candidacies of the
unrelated Thompsons: Fred of
Tennessee and Tommy of Wis-
consin.

And the release of financial
figures has offered a statistical
basis to support anecdotal evi-
dence that Democrats are more
optimistic about winning the
White House. Democrats as a
rule have been drawing much
bigger crowds than Republicans.

By contrast, Republicans
show few signs of pulling out of
the doldrums that followed their
defeat in the November election.
Reed, the former Dole adviser,
suggested that that, combined
with opposition to the war and
Bush's low popularity ratings,
'was sapping the energy of voters
in his party.

The Democrats’ figures left no
question that Clinton faces a
fundraising equal in Obama.

At the same time, Edwards
trailed significantly behind Clin-
ton and Obama, evidence of just
how important it will be for him
to score an early win in Iowa be-
fore the race moves to the broad
and expensive national field of
the Feb. 5 primaries.

The news might be worse in
the second Democratic tier. Sen.
Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Sen.
Christopher J. Dodd both strug-
gled to raise money, despite
their credentials and networks,
which might prove troublesome
for them as they seek continued
support.

Magleby, of BYU, said he sus-
pected Republicans were suffer-
ing from donor fatigue. In the
quarters to come, the prospect
of another President Clinton
could certainly get Republicans
to take out their checkbooks.

A veterans
group would
like to see a
reservoir at
Mount Tabor
Park named
after
Oregon's
last World
Warl
combat
veteran,
Howard
Ramsey,
who died in
February.
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that regard, he really is a good
role model.”

Although no opposition has
materialized, members of the
community groups say they plan
to use the occasion to reiterate a
call for the city to make paths to
and around the reservoir
handicapped-accessible, an idea
Falk says sits well with her. Falk
said that Ramsey and a neighbor
often played sidewalk superin-
tendents when workers renovat-
ed the reservoirs back in the
1930s, offering pointers and oc-
casionally criticism.

“Dad would just have loved
this,” she said. “I wish he was
here to seeit.”

valid tools,” Sten said. “... At
the same time, we were given
a year. We need to stick to our
word, and say, ‘We didn’t do
the work we said we were
going to do.””

Park vote postponed

City Council members post-
poned a vote Wednesday on
proposed guidelines for spon-
sorship and naming rights in
Portland Parks until April 25 to
address concerns that they

Ex-mayor’s legacy goes beyond Vancouver

Visionary | Developer
Albert C. Angelo Sr., 87,
shaped communities
across the West

By HOLLEY GILBERT
THE OREGONIAN

VANCOUVER — A funeral
Mass for Albert C. Angelo Sr., a
former Vancouver mayor whose
development company helped
change the face of communities
from Bellingham to Klamath
Falls, will be Friday.

Angelo died March 23 at his
Vancouver home. He was 87.

The son of an emigrant from
central Italy who came through
Ellis Island looking for work in
the United States, Angelo gradu-
ated from the University of
‘Washington, then built what has
become a third-generation fami-
ly business with holdings in six
Western states.

Starting in 1947 with an
$8,000 loan, Angelo began build-
ing single-family homes in Van-
couver's westside Lincoln neigh-

owns 3,200 multifamily housing
units and 1 million square feet of
commercial space in 22 cities.

The company owns the
Morningside Apartments on
West Table Rock Road in Med-
ford, the Shangri La complex in
Klamath Falls and the Villa Mon-
tafia in Scottsdale, Ariz.

In Vancouver, the company’s
first multifamily project was
Brandt Terrace, a 214-unit com-
plex deemed a standard for fed-
eral Housing and Urban Devel-
opment properties. In 2000, it
developed the $25 million Heri-
tage Place condominiums,
which helped revitalize down-
town and neighboring Esther
Short Park.

More recently, the company is
in year seven of the Four Sea-
sons, an 85-acre mixed-use de-
velopment at Northeast 28th
Streetand 112th Avenue.

“He and others built the com-
munity,” Mayor Royce E. Pollard
said of Angelo. “We weren't very
big or wide or tall. He’s the guy
who set that standard for that.”

Angelo
funeral Mass

When: Noon Friday
Where: St. Joseph's Catho-
lic Church , 6600 Highland
Drive, Vancouver
Donations: Hospice South-
west, P.0. Box 1600, Van-
couver, WA 98668

to buy the Orchards Water Sys-
tem east of the city. That vision
enabled the city to grow, Pollard
said

Mayor until 1969, Angelo was
one of three Clark County
friends whose work helped
shape the region.

Angelo began building homes
at the same time as Ed Pietz, co-
founder of the Red Lion hotel
chain.

“When 1 first started out, Al
Angelo and I were both poor,
real poor,” Pietz said Tuesday.
“He’d be building hot onone
side of the street and I'd be
building houses on the other

Pietz, 86, described Angelo as
serious “about pretty much
everything” but said he enjoyed
a good joke. The two were
friends who would talk shop
over lunch but didn't socialize
beyond that. “Too much social-
izing is bad for business,” Pietz
said.

Pietz and Tod McClaskey, An-
gelo’s close friend, went on to
build the 56-property Red Lion
hotel chain. In 1985, the chain
was sold in a leveraged buyout
to Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.
for approximately $620 million.

McClaskey died in 2003. Pietz
is building a 600-unit apartment
building near Interstate 205 and
18th Street, not far north of the
Glenn Jackson Bridge.

The land on which the free-
way approach to the I1-205
bridge sits was purchased from
Angelo, said Craig and Al Angelo
Jr,, the oldest of Angelo’s five
children, who with their mother,
Katheryn, survive him. The sale
led to Angelo’s commercial de-
velopment to the east of the
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